A 66-year-old patient presented with marked headache. Neurological examination was unremarkable. Fat saturated T1 weighted magnetic resonance showed bilateral dissection of the extracranial internal carotid artery. Dissections are among the most frequent causes of young onset stroke. 1 They may, however, be difficult to diagnose only on the basis of history and clinical signs, and even standard brain imaging may not suffice. 2 Fat saturated T1 weighted magnetic resonance is the method of choice to detect mural haematoma and residual lumen. 1 Bilateral internal carotid artery dissection may resemble the face of a puppy in axial orientated sections, and awareness of this ''puppy sign'' may ease the quick visual diagnosis (fig 1) . group.bmj.com on July 10, 2013 -Published by jnnp.bmj.com Downloaded from
